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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Samhain is my favorite time of year. I love to see the radiant oranges, yellows, and reds that
currently decorate the landscape here in Central NY. I enjoy the Hallowe’en decorations floating
about, the ghosts and pumpkins, bats and skeletons adorning the front yards of most houses with
children (and some without). I am as excited as the children-turned-spirits who go door-to-door
for candy. My heart thrills at the idea of divining for the coming year, formally thanking the land
spirits for their help over the growing season, and welcoming the honored Ancestors to the annual
meal.
Samhain is an important Celtic feast day. As with most things “Celtic” in America,
“Hallowe’en” is a diluted and perverted form of the original Samhain customs. Some Pagans find
that offensive, but I don’t. I take pride in knowing that this American holiday derived from the
ancient customs of my People and will carry on in some form (maybe) forever. It is part of the
legacy of my ancestors, even as far removed from the original intent as these traditions have
become. As a Druid, I realize that it is my job, my purpose, to help the People understand where
the customs of “Hallowe’en” came from, and to understand the original intent of dressing up like
something else, or offering food to spirits who come to the door on this night. It is always a
Druid’s job to know the deeper parts of things, to know the truth under the surface. And it is also
a Druid’s responsibility to make sure the People begin to understand in some way, too, and
perhaps return some original intent to the motions of the day. So I decorate and I dress up and I
give out treats to the “spirits” who come to my door, and thoroughly enjoy the fact that I am
(albeit covertly) celebrating an ancient feast with my neighbors.
A wise friend of the Bardic persuasion once put forth in conversation that the modern Druid
is a guardian of Celtic culture and its philosophical and ethical tenets. If it is indeed our job to
guard and protect Celtic culture, then we need to get much better at it. We need to understand
what is truly Celtic and what is mere fantasy. We need to respect our heritage enough to put forth
the effort to really know it in order to know how to disseminate it, to defend it confidently, and to
be true to our ancestral ways so that we can be true to ourselves. Recently there was some discussion on a Celtic-based e-list about what should be required for the modern Druid. One thing that
was important to many was that Druids should know the tales and be able to tell them around the
fire in order to disseminate the traditional cultural foundation among those who would follow a
modern Celtic path. It is important for us, as Celts and as Celtic Reconstructionists, to know
where we came from in order to know where we’re going.
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Since Samhain is also the start of the Dark Half of the Year, when
it is considered traditional to tell the old stories, perhaps we might
consider entertaining our guests and Groves this Samhain with an
appropriate tale from the Irish literature. We could start the Dark Half
the way our ancestors once did – with a marvelous story from our
ancient past, such as the death of Donn from the Coming of the Sons of
Mil, or an excerpt from the Second Battle of Mag Tured wherein the
Dagda and the Morrigan make a union at Samhain to ensure the success in battle of the Tuatha de Danann against the Fomorians, or the
Samhain happenings from The Boyhood Deeds of Finn. Even the long
Destruction of Da Derga’s Hostel has some message for us this night,
and might be told in increments starting at Samhain.
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Samhain also begins a time of personal rediscovery. The Samhain
season begins the inward journey, bringing us back to our Core and the
reality of who we are and what we are doing here. We are Celts, and
we are Druids. We feel it in our blood and in our hearts, and we are
working hard to re-discover where we began, in order to better understand and preserve what is beautiful and special about our traditional
ways. Learning, telling, and re-telling the traditional stories are one
way to fulfill our role as guardians of a rich and glorious cultural
heritage that should never be forgotten or diluted. Committing to that
would certainly be a wonderful New Year’s Resolution for a Keltrian
Druid to make.
Blessed Samhain -- TopazOwl
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FROM THE VICE-PRESIDENT
“BOO!” …AND

SIMILAR SALUTATIONS OF THE SEASON
BY

WREN
THE FEAST OF
DEATH LOOMS ON

I went for my morning walk, which gets more challenging the crisper the
mornings are and I try to linger longer in the warm bed. As I pounded across
the causeway that borders a small lake I kept one eye open to avoid the
greasy, green gifts left by the Canada geese, which are grounded today. With
the other eye, I marveled at the fog clinging so closely to the glass-like water,
and my thoughts stray to the phrase, “smoke and mirrors”, which strikes me
as appropriate for the season.
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The Feast of Fallow is behind me now, and the Feast of Death looms on
the horizon. Now is the time to consider my goals for the coming year; what
worked last year and what did not. Are my goals the same? Did I get what I
asked for while forgetting the Gods and Goddesses can be quite literal
sometimes? What is next? What seed should I plant to nurture into fruition
through the new year? My analysis leads me to understand that the seed
planted last year did indeed yield fruit, however, the desired result was
shortsighted. This year, I shall select my seed more carefully.
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The asphalt path led in into the woods, which are chillier than sunshiny
shore of the water. I was prompted to move a little faster. The mayflowers
and lily-of-the-valley of an earlier season have yielded to a carpet of brown,
yellow and gold with the occasional splash of red. More sun comes through
the thinning trees, but it has a decidedly different quality. It’s thinner now
and slants at a lower angle than it did before the latest change of season. This
is an odd time to think about planting.
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FROM THE SECRETARY
ELECTIONS
BY TONY TAYLOR
AILIM APPOINTED
TRUSTEE!

Elections were held at the Henge of Keltria Annual Meeting in August,
2005. Results of the elections are as follow:
President
Topaz Owl
Elected by 28 votes
Vice- President

Wren

Elected by 28 votes

Secretary

Tony

Elected by 28 votes

During a special meeting of the Board of Trustees, the Board voted to fill
the seat vacated by Page. The President proposed Ailim to fill the vacancy
for the remainder of the term. By unanimous vote, the Board of Trustees
appointed Ailim to complete the term and and extends to him a hearty Celtic
welcome.
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TRUSTEE APPOINTED

2006 GATHERING OF THE
KELTRIAN TRIBE
The Board of Trustees is accepting proposals for hosting of the Gathering of the Keltrian
Tribe for 2006. Proposals must be received by
the Board of Trustees by Winter Solstice.

RELATIVITY
We believe in the relative
nature of all things, that
nothing is absolute, and
that all things, even the
Gods and Goddesses, have
their dark sides.
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Will it be a hotel gathering, beach party, or
campout? Maybe something really exotic. Let us know who, what, where,
when and why and the board will decide.
Submit your proposal electronically to Henge-Office@keltria.org or via
US mail to the Henge of Keltria to arrive before Winter Solstice.
If you attended last year's gathering, you know who once belonged to the
Salvation Army, who once had a conversation with Timothy Leary, and who
spent a day on the set of the "Unsolved Mysteries" television program.
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IS

MANIFEST

We believe in Divinity as it
is manifest in the Pantheon.
There are several valid
theistic perceptions of this
Pantheon.
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RELIGION
We believe in a living
religion able to adapt to a
changing environment. We
recognize that our beliefs
may undergo change as our
tradition grows.
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FROM THE TREASURER

STUDY GROUPS
California - Antelope Valley Area.
West Wind Study Group Please contact Kestrel via WestWind* for
information .
California - Riverside & San Bernardino Area.
Inland Empire Study Group Please contact Ailim via InlandEmpire*
for informat ion.
Minnesota - Minneapolis/St. Paul Area.
Harvest Moon Study Group. Please contact Rain via HarvestMoon*
for information.
West Virginia - Clarksburg Area.
Deer Haven Study Group. Please contact Tony via DeerHaven* for
information.
* All e-mail addresses are formatted _<name>_@keltria.org
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IMMORTALITY
We believe in the immortality of the spirit.

LEARNING
We believe that learning is
an ongoing process and
should be fostered at all
ages.
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THE SEER'S PATH
THE NATURE SPIRITS - PART 2 OF 4
BY C. LEIGH MCGINLEY & MAURO BRUNO
[Ed. Note: The Henge of Keltria Correspondence Course is intended to assist
members of the Henge to improve their understanding and practice of
Keltrian Druidism. This is the second of four parts of Lesson VI of the Henge
of Keltria Correspondence Course.]

WATER

SYMBOLIZES

LIFE AND

VITALITY

Spirits of Water
Water has been revered since the earliest times. It is the primary symbol
of life and vitality. In Celtic belief, natural water such as occurs in springs,
ponds, lakes, streams, and rivers contain indwelling spirits that must be
acknowledged and honored.
Celtic rivers have their own indwelling deities, which express their
character. In all the former Celtic areas, the rivers are named for a goddess.
For example, in Ireland, the river Boyne is named after the goddess Boann
and the river Shannon is named after Sinann. Both came into being when the
goddesses profaned the holy well— Boann, the Well of Segais, and Sinann,
the Well of Coelrind. Both wells overflowed, forming mighty rivers. Surviving legends that tell the origin of Irish rivers suggest that every Celtic river
originally had its personal mythos and presiding deity. The Danube is
thought to be named after the goddess Danu.
Although entire rivers were deemed sacred, notable features had special
virtues. Waterfalls, for example, might possess healing properties, and the
people would allow the water falling over these to run over afflicted parts of
their bodies. The waterfall itself may contain a separate indwelling spirit.
The Celts believed that lakes, too, were inhabited by water spirits, which
gave the lake special healing powers, often to cure skin diseases or wasting
illnesses. They show a similarity to holy wells in this manner.
Making offerings to the gods and spirits of rivers and lakes is a timehonored Celtic tradition. Weapons, armor, and numerous Celtic artifacts from
the Iron Age have been found as votives in the Thames at Battersea, in Lake
Geneva, and in Switzerland at Lake Neuchâtel. Even the literature collaborates: Strabo tells of the treasures thrown by the Gauls into the sacred lake
near Toulouse. Sacrifices to the lake were considered necessary for the
prosperity of the surrounding land and the Tribe. To neglect the sacrifices
would be to court disaster.
Waters are generally considered feminine and are the preserve of goddesses, but occasionally wells and springs are found where a male solar deity
and the spirit of the water are venerated together. Honoring the sun reflected
on the water was tied to the Celtic belief that the sun sank beneath the waters
at night and emerged from them again at sunrise. During the night, the
illuminating and healing power of the sun was absorbed by the waters. As a
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INTENT
We believe that evil is not a
matter of inheritance but
of intent, therefore actions
are not in themselves evil.
Rather, it is through the
intent behind actions that
evil can manifest.
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place of the sun at night, the well symbolizes the inner light of life as contrasted with the outer light of the visible world. The waters issue from the
Otherworld, and represent the hidden source of wisdom.

"FAIRY" -- ANOTHER
NAME FOR SPIRITS OF
THE LAND

Holy wells remain in all Celtic lands, and the local people continue to
acknowledge the water sprites within. They are not wells in the sense of a
deep stone-lined shaft, but are natural springs that emerge from the ground,
and are often enhanced with protective structures or buildings. Many times
they have been re-named after a saint, but their purpose essentially remains
the same.
Well waters are reported to cure the eyesight, epilepsy, toothache, and
any number of other bodily ills. Other wells were once known for their
magical powers, but are seldom used for such today. Some could even affect
the weather.

The Fairies
“Fairy” is another name that has been given to the spirits of the Land that
generally appear in a roughly human form, although sometimes certain types
can take the shape of animals. In Ireland they are called “The Little People”
or “The Wee Folk,” or sometimes “The Good People” out of respect. In
keeping with famed Irish hospitality, it is said that if we are “neighborly”
with them that they will be neighborly and friendly with us. One way to
remain on the good side of the fairies is to leave food and water out for them
— at night, of course, for that is when they are out and about, according to
the folklore.

NATURAL LAW
REFLECTS THE WILL OF
THE

GODS

We believe that
Natural Law
reflects the will of
the Gods and
Goddesses.
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Some fairies are well disposed toward humans, while others are shy and
reclusive, and some are even a bit hostile. Irish fairies fall into so many
categories that it would be impossible to deal with them all in this limited
space. They are basically divided into two classes: the sociable and the
solitary. The sociable fairies go about in troops and are sometimes known as
“trooping fairies.” They quarrel, and make love, much as men and women
do. There are the land fairies or Sheoques (Ir. Sidheog, “a little fairy”), and
water fairies or Merrows (Ir. Moruadh, “a sea maid”). The Sheoques are the
spirits that haunt the sacred thorn bushes and the green raths or fairy forts.
The Merrows are the Irish version of the mermaid. It is said that fishermen
don’t like to see them, for they always bring bad weather. Sometimes the
Merrows come out of the sea in the shape of little hornless cows. When in
human shape they have fishes’ tails and wear a red cap called in Irish
cohuleen driuth. Their women are beautiful, and sometimes prefer handsome
fishermen to the green-haired men of their kind.
Among the solitary fairies is the famous Lepracaun (Ir. Leith bhrogan,
i.e. the shoe-maker). This creature is seen sitting under a hedge mending a
shoe, and one who catches him can make him deliver up his crocks of gold,
for he is a miser of great wealth, but if you take your eyes off him the creature vanishes like smoke. There is also the Cluricaun (Ir. Clobhair-cean), who
is similar to the Leprechaun, and some consider this to be another name for
the Leprechaun, given to him when he has laid aside his shoemaking at night
and goes on a spree. The Cluricauns’ occupations are robbing wine-cellars
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and riding sheep and shepherds’ dogs for the entire night, until the morning
finds them panting and mud-covered.
The Far Darrig (Ir. Fear Dearg, i.e. red man) is described by Yeats as
“the practical joker of the Otherworld.” We are told that Fionn mac Cumhail
once outwitted an Otherwordly man named Dearg who was trying to claim
the kingship of Ireland. No one could defeat him. Fionn was sent for and he
kept the Dearg awake for three days telling him stories, tiring him out so that
his strength was gone, and then Goll mac Morna was able to defeat him.
Three “red men” also appear in the Irish tale known as The Destruction of Da
Derga’s Hostel, in which King Conaire is tricked by Otherworldly beings
into violating his geas, or taboos, because his grandfather had destroyed a
fairy mound. One of several of his geas, which were given to him by a birdman of the sea, went as follows: “Three Reds shall not go before thee to
Red’s house.” Da Derga means “Two Reds,” and it was to Da Derga’s house
in Leinster that Conaire was headed when he saw before him three horsemen.
“Three red frocks had they, and three red mantles; three red bucklers they
bore, and three red spears were in their hands; three red steeds they bestrode,
and three red heads of hair were on them. Red were they all, both body and
hair and raiment, both steeds and men.” Through some cryptic conversation
with Conaire’s son it is discovered that these Red Men were of the fairy folk.
Conaire’s fate was sealed, and he died in the House of Da Derga.

THE BANSHEE

WAILS

OVER THE DEATH OF
A FAMILY MEMBER.

The Pooka (Ir. Puca) has most likely never appeared in human form, and
the one or two recorded instances are probably mistakes mixing him up with
the Fear Dearg, according to Yeats. His shape is usually that of a horse, a
bull, a goat, eagle, or ass. His delight is to get a rider (he usually picks on a
drunken one), whom he rushes with through ditches and rivers and over
mountains, and then shakes him off at dawn.
The Dullahan is a rather scary sort of solitary fairy. He has no head, or
carries it under his arm. Often he is seen driving a black coach called coacha-bower (Ir. Coite-bodhar), drawn by headless horses. It rumbles to your
door, and if you open it a basin of blood is thrown in your face. It is an omen
of death to the houses where it pauses.
The Leanhaun Shee (Ir. Leanhaun sidhe) is the fairy mistress. This spirit
seeks the love of men. If they refuse she is their slave; if they consent, they
are hers, and can only escape by finding one to take their place. Her lovers
waste away, for she lives on their life. Most of the Gaelic poets, down to
quite recent times, have had a Leanhaun Shee, for she gives inspiration to her
slaves and is indeed the Gaelic muse. Her lovers, the Gaelic poets, died
young. She grew restless, and carried them away to other worlds, for death
does not destroy her power.
The Far Gorta is the man of hunger. This is an emaciated fairy that goes
through the land in famine time, begging and bringing good luck to the giver.
The Banshee (Ir. Bean-sidhe), like the Far Gorta, differs from the general
run of solitary fairies by its generally good disposition. She is perhaps not
really one of them at all, but a sociable fairy grown solitary through much
sorrow. She wails, as most people know, over the death of a member of some
old Irish family. Sometimes she is an enemy of the house and screams with

Samhain 2005

Henge Happenings - Issue 68

ADVERTISE IN
HENGE HAPPENINGS
For a copy of our advertising guidelines, please send a
SASE to The Henge of
Keltria. Attn.: Advertising
Guidelines, P.O. Box 4305,
Clarksburg, WV 26302 or
visit us on the web at:
http://www.keltria.org/
hengehap/HH-adver.htm

Page 11

triumph, but more often a friend. On the other hand, the Banshee who cries
with triumph is often believed to be no fairy but a ghost of one wronged by
an ancestor of the dying. Some say wrongly that she never goes beyond the
seas, but dwells always in her own country. However, there are reported
instances where the Banshee of certain families has been heard in America.
The Banshee is called badh or bowa in East Munster.

THE OLD GODS AND
GODDESSES ARE NOT
THE FAIRIES.

There are other solitary fairies. For example, there are House Spirits and
the Water Sherie, which is a kind of will-o’-the-wisp. The Sowlth is a formless, luminous creature. Finally, there is the lake dragon, which guards a
hidden treasure.
A word must be said here about the popular idea that the Tuatha de
Danann became the fairies, shrinking in stature as the Irish became Christians and no longer believed in them as gods. It is true that the stories tell us
that after their “defeat” to the Milesians, the Tuatha de Danann were given
the half of Ireland below the ground, where they rule the sidhes (fairy raths).
A deep sentimentality was probably involved here, as the converting Irish no
longer believed in them as gods, but they also did not want to relegate them
to demonhood. Elsewhere, the movement underground would have confirmed a diabolical nature, but for the Irish, who revered the Land itself, the
underground was a safe place to store what had changed from divine worth to
sentimental value, like an icon turning into a charm. Indeed, the Irish instinctively buried their valuable former-gods in the earth as they had buried other
purposely broken valuables in sacrificial burial shafts. By doing so, like the
swords and statues, these beings took on a new value, no longer to be
“touched” by human hands, or wielded according to their original intent, but
precious in a hidden way that took them out of the world while ensuring their
preservation in the world. Certainly, it is a very Irish solution.

RADIANT QUEEN
CROWNS STAG

MORALITY
We believe that morality
should be a matter of
personal conviction based
upon self respect and
respect for others. .
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In the Keltrian tradition, we have returned the old gods and goddesses to
their rightful place as Gods, and generally do not believe that the gods of our
people are the same as those entities we now call “fairies,” though they have
a close relationship. Instead, we believe that the fairies are Nature Spirits.
They are among those land spirits that are ruled by and work with the
Goddess Sovereignty. But, as is possibly the case with the Banshee, they are
sometimes confused in folk tradition with the spirits of the Ancestors
(ghosts) and have also been confused with the ancient Gods.

Sacred Animals
Animals in particular are able to easily bridge the gap between this world
and the Otherworld. Like other Nature Spirits, they each carry a certain gift
or power.
The Celtic tales overflow with mentions of animals and their special
qualities. In fact, animals figured largely in the Celtic spiritual worldview
and held a special place in the cosmos. The importance of animals to ancient
Celtic life can be seen in the fact that the four Fire Festivals are related to the
pastoral life of animal-raising and agriculture. Imbolc was the time of
lambing and calving, Beltaine was the time when the herds were let out to
summer pasture, Lughnasadh was the first harvest and was especially related
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to horse fairs and horse racing, and Samhain was the time when the herds
were brought back in from summer pasture. Samhain was also the time for
any slaughtering required in order to conserve on the food necessary to keep
the animals over the winter months.
There are at least three different types of animal spirit that we must
distinguish between before we can discuss the animal spirits further. The first
is the animal in the physical world. This is the spirit or individual soul of a
living animal that we may encounter out in nature or even keep in our homes.
While they each have the specific qualities of every animal of its type, these
individual animals also have distinct personalities that are as unique as the
individual. The second is the power animal, which is an animal that exists in
spirit form in the Otherworld, and sometimes visits us in this world to allow
us to utilize its special power, which is the special attribute or attributes of all
of its kind. Power animals can teach us, guide us, provide inspiration, or give
us needed energy. The third is known as a totem animal. The totem animal is
an animal spirit with which we may develop a special bond or relationship
over a period of time working with that power animal.

THREE TYPES OF
ANIMAL SPIRITS:
LIVING
POWER
TOTEM

Otherworldly animal spirits will sometimes manifest in this world. If
such an animal appears, it can usually be known by its color. The determining colors of an Otherwordly animal are red, black, and white, or an unusual
combination of any or all of these three colors. For instance, Otherworldly
animals in the Celtic tales are often described as being white with red ears.
Many Celtic families were identified with animals and these may have
been totem animals, as evidenced by their surnames or by other information
gleaned from the old tales. Names like MacLennen and Mac Tyre both mean
“son of the wolf,” and MacMillian means “son of the wolf servant.” King
Cormac of Ireland was raised by wolves, and it was said of him that a pack of
wolves accompanied him wherever he went even after he was made king.
The name of Fionn mac Cumhail’s son, Oisin, means “little deer.” The
inhabitants of Connaught are said to be descended from men with the heads
of hounds. The Scottish clans of MacIntosh, Mac Neishe and MacNicol held
the cat as their totem animal, and one Irish king was called Caibar cinn chait
- “Carbar of the cat’s head.”
Sometimes certain animals were considered sacred to a particular god or
goddess. The raven or crow is especially sacred to the Morrigan, for she was
known to appear on battlefields in the guise of a hoodie crow, to which the
raven is closely related. The name of the Welsh god Bran means “raven,” and
ravens still guard the Tower of London, where Bran’s head is supposed to
have been buried. We are told that the Irish god Lugh was warned of the
approach of the Fomorians by ravens before the second battle of Moytura.
The Irish goddess Boann’s name means “white cow,” and cattle were prized
by the Celts as an indication of wealth and status.
Horses appear frequently in the tales and myths as animals of special
qualities. The Irish deity Manannan mac Lir has a horse called “Splendid
Mane,” which is swifter than the spring wind and can travel as easily over
water as it does on land. The Dagda has a black horse named Ocean, and
wears horsehide boots with the hair on the outside. The Irish hero
Cuchulainn had two horses that pulled his war chariot, the Black of

Samhain 2005

Henge Happenings - Issue 68

VISIT

THE

HENGE OF KELTRIA
WEB SITE
http://www.keltria.org/
Frequently asked questions,
reading list, mailing list,
membership information
and more!

Page 13

Sainglend and the Grey of Macha, which were both foaled at the same time
Cuchulainn was born. Lugh was said to have invented horsemanship.

THE BOAR WAS
ASSOCIATED WITH
POWER, STRENGTH,
AND VIRILITY

But the most important references to horses are those associated with the
Goddess Sovereignty. The white mare especially was a representation of the
Goddess of the Land. Several figures emerge as horse-goddesses; perhaps the
best known of these is the Gaulish Goddess Epona, whose name is selfevident. She is the only Celtic goddess known to have been honored in
Rome, and her name is sometimes styled as Regina. Rees & Rees mention
that it has been argued that “her concern was as much with the journey of the
soul after death as with the welfare of horses and mules and their attendants.”
The Welsh Goddess Rhiannon is also associated with horses in a very
definite way. Rhiannon was said to be riding a “pure white horse of large
size” when Pwyll first spied her. Rhiannon later gave birth to a son, who was
stolen away in the night in spite of the guard of six women. When these
women awoke and the child was gone, they were fearful lest their lives be
forfeit for their neglect, and so agreed to swear that Rhiannon ate her child.
They killed a litter of puppies and smeared some of the blood on Rhiannon’s
face and hands, and put some of the bones by her side. Then they awoke her
and accused her, and though she swore she didn’t do it, she was condemned
and assigned a penance. For seven years, she was to sit by a horse-block
outside the gate, and offer to carry visitors into the palace upon her back, like
a horse. Her stolen son (Pryderi) was eventually found again on May Eve
(Beltaine), when a monster tried to steal the foal of Teirnon’s mare. As a
great claw reached in for the foal, Teirnon hacked off the arm and so rescued
the foal, but when he went outside he discovered a babe that had been left by
the retreating monster. The child was returned to Rhiannon, and the foal born
on that May Eve was given to Pryderi. In another tale from the Mabinogi,
after Rhiannon disappears into Llwyd’s magic fortress, she is forced to have
the collars of asses, after they had been carrying hay, about her neck.
Another Celtic Goddess associated with horses is the Irish Macha, who
was forced to race against horses while pregnant. As she reach the end of the
field, she gave birth to twins. As she gave birth she screamed, and with her
dying breath proclaimed that all who heard the scream would suffer from the
pangs of childbirth for five days and four nights in times of Ulster’s greatest
difficulty. The curse would last for nine times nine generations. It is said that
thereafter the place was named Emain Macha (the twins of Macha).

INDIVIDUAL RIGHT
We believe that individuals
have the right to pursue
knowledge and wisdom
through his or her chosen
path.
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The boar or pig was of great spiritual significance to the Celts. The boar
was associated with power, strength, and virility. It was a common food as
well as a supernatural animal. In the mythology, it was Manannan’s regenerative pigs that gave the Gods their immortality. These pigs would magically
reappear in their pen the morning after they had been eaten.
The salmon was considered the world’s oldest animal, and bestowed
wisdom and enlightenment on any who partook of its flesh. He lived in the
Well of Wisdom at the source of all things; in Irish tradition this is the Well
of Segais, which is the source of the river Boyne. Fionn mac Cumhail
received the salmon’s wisdom when he was cooking the fish for Finneces
and accidentally burned his thumb, which he put immediately into his mouth,
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and from this, each time Fionn chewed on his thumb, he received enlightenment.

The stag is considered to be sacred to or a representation of the
antlered god known as Cernunnos or Herne the Hunter.
These few examples are of course not the only animals that were
sacred to the Celts, for in the Celtic worldview, all natural things were
considered sacred, and other important animals are mentioned in the old
tales. Students should make every effort to discover for themselves the
sacred and significant qualities of other animals that share the earth with
us.

THE STAG

IS

CONSIDERED SACRED
TO

HERNE

Often the Druid will develop a special relationship with certain animal
spirits that assist them in their work. If you have a special liking for a
certain animal, it would benefit you greatly to find out as much as possible
about the animal from a Celtic viewpoint, because the chances are great
that this animal is your power animal or even your totem. Some Seers who
work with animal spirits often work with several power animals, depending on the work they are to perform, but usually have a special totem with
which they work regularly.
Sometimes Seers may find that the energy and attributes of the totem
animal with which they work is creating an imbalance within themselves.
For instance, a person who works with Owl as a totem may find that they
are becoming too much like their totem animal (nocturnal, solitary, living
too much in the Otherworld and dreams), and may need to work with a
balancing force like the Hawk to offset the energy of the Owl. Usually, if
this is the case, the balancing animal spirit will come to the Seer on its own,
but one should always be aware that a balancing energy may be necessary
so as to be open to the balancing animal spirit’s advances. It is not unusual
for the Druid who works with power animals to have two totem animal
spirits that “walk” with him/her, one on each side, each balancing the
energy of the other in the Druid’s life.
TO

BE CONTINUED NEXT ISSUE....

LIFE IS SACRED
We believe that all
life is sacred and
should neither be
harmed nor taken
without deliberation
or regard.

T-Shirts now Available

BACK
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The Henge now has T-Shirts available on-line
at:
http://www.cafepress.com/keltria.
Check them out. We anticipate having
a full line of Henge of Keltria merchandise over the next few months.
Particular thanks to Ken F. for his beautiful
artwork displayed on the back of this t-shirt.
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DISCUSSED

SUBMISSIONS
Submissions to Henge
Happenings become property of The Henge of
Keltria, Inc., a nonprofit
religious corporation.
Members submissions are
solicited based upon subject
matter, Bardic, Seer, Druid,
or Solitary Special Interest
Groups.
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THE DRUID'S PATH
THE WARRIOR SPIRIT IN TODAY’S WORLD
BY

WHAT ARE THE ARTS
OF THE TRUE WARRIOR

KARL SCHLOTTERBECK

Many of us drawn to Druidic things are also drawn to both scholastic and
warrior aspects of the old Celtic world. Some of us are drawn to the accoutrements of the warrior, such as sword and spear, or just the idea of adventure
and fearlessness. Renaissance Festivals and enactments allow us to enjoy
anachronistic features of the warrior drawn from those earlier times. Through
these imaginings, we can pull forward some of the old positive attributes into
our lives today.
I would like to take this inclination a step further to ask about the place
and quest of the warrior in the 21st century.
If we were to seriously take on the mantle of the Druidic Warrior for the
21 century, what might that mean? I have some ideas of my own, but I
would like to begin a discussion of sorts and solicit comments from our
members and Henge Happenings readers. Thus, I offer here a few questions
and invite your responses to Karl.Schlotterbeck@keltria.org.
st

· What is the Holy War for Druidic Warriors today? For what do we
struggle? Against what do we struggle?
· What do we protect, and against what?
· In this battle, what are the arts of the true warrior and what weapons
will she/he need? How shall we define victory?
· Since love is often thought of as the balance for any struggle, what are
the arts and tools for love?
· What would the training and an initiation look like?

NATURE
We believe that nature is
the embodiment of the
Gods and Goddesses.

· Finally, what obligations would be put on the warrior and what taboos?
In other words, what would he/she have to maintain or do to be in
good standing; and what would she or he have to avoid? (These
could be general things or specific to the individual.)
If you were doing this survey, are there other questions you would like to
have included? What would be your answer?

WISDOM
We believe that our purpose is to gain wisdom
through experience.

Page 18

Henge Happenings - Issue 68

Samhain 2005

FROM THE MAILBOX
BY TONY TAYLOR
Luna Press published their "'06 Lunar Caledar" which is their 30th
anniversary edition of the calendar. It includes 32 pages and opens to wallhanging 11 X 17". It has the definitive astronomical and astrological data.
Retail $23.00. Contact them on line at at http://www.thelunapress.com or vis
USPS at The Luna Press, P.O. Box 15511, Kenmore Station, Boston, MA
02215-0009 (phone: 617-427-9846). Retail $23.00.

Georgia -- Gathering of the Tribes
April 27th - 30th, 2006
Enota Campgrounds near Hiawasee, GA
Featuring Workshops by Kerr Cuhulain, Christopher Penczak, Lord
Rhuddlwm Gawr, Gary Varner, Laura Wandrie, Anissa Mathias and More!!!
And a special visit from Maxine Sanders of England, co-founder of the
Alexandrian Witchcraft. Entertainment by: Moonstruck and Shining Wheel
Pagan Chorus.
For more information visit: http://www.tylwythteg.com/gathering.html
or contact Laura at Moonpanther2004@yahoo.com

Henge of Keltria Trucker Hat
Now Available
The Henge's Trucker Hat is available at:
http://www.cafepress.com/keltria.25165491
Up for the long haul, the Trucker Hat features a
resilient polyester foam front, and adjustable
headband for a perfect fit. $11.97.
Samhain 2005
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BY-LAWS AVAILABLE
A copies of The Henge of
Keltria By-Laws 2004-2005
Edition are available from
the Henge Office for $5.00
(postage paid).
An on-line version of the
bylaws is available for no
charge on the web at
http://www.keltria.org/
Acrobat/Bylaws04.pdf

Page 19

BELIEFS OF

THE HENGE OF KELTRIA
1. We believe in Divinity as it is manifest in the Pantheon. There are several valid theistic perceptions of this
Pantheon.
2. We believe that nature is the embodiment of the Gods and Goddesses.
3. We believe that Natural Law reflects the will of the Gods and Goddesses.
4. We believe that all life is sacred and should neither be harmed nor taken
without deliberation or regard.
5. We believe in the immortality of the spirit.
6. We believe that our purpose is to gain wisdom through experience.
7. We believe that learning is an ongoing process and should be fostered
at all ages.
8. We believe that morality should be a matter of personal conviction
based upon self respect and respect for others.
9. We believe that evil is not a matter of inheritance but of intent, therefore actions are not in themselves evil. Rather, it is through the intent behind actions that evil can manifest.
10. We believe in the relative nature of all things, that nothing is absolute,
and that all things, even the Gods and Goddesses, have their dark sides.
11. We believe that individuals have the right to pursue knowledge and
wisdom through his or her chosen path.
12. We believe in a living religion able to adapt to a changing environment.
We recognize that our beliefs may undergo change as our tradition grows.

